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MAX OSBORNE 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.26 pm]: I mark the retirement of Max Osborne, AFSM, a long-serving 
secretary of the Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service, and his contribution to emergency services and the 
community for over fifty years. Max commenced as a firefighter in 1965, retiring in 1998. During those 33 years 
Max worked in many positions including station officer, retiring with the rank of district officer. Max’s strong 
social conscience is reflected in his pursuit for improved working conditions and welfare of his workmates. His 
goals have always been to improve the service to the community while also making conditions safer for 
firefighters. Both as a committee member and president of the United Firefighters Union West Australian 
Branch, Max pursued these goals and secured the road crash rescue role for firefighters, increased the emphasis 
on health and safety, and was at the vanguard of the formation of the first national union of firefighters. In 
recognition, Max was awarded life membership of the United Firefighters Union of Australia. In his role for the 
last 17 years at the VFRS, Max advocated and got a new training program for VFRS volunteers, established 
a welfare fund for volunteers, fought for presumptive cancer laws and has had an ongoing interest in firefighter 
post-traumatic stress disorder and its impact on retired firefighters both career and volunteer. Max has been 
married to Yvonne for 45 years and has two extremely supportive children and three grandchildren. Max was 
involved in various sporting clubs including the South Suburban Murray Football League and he was the 
inaugural president of the Foothills Netball Association. With humour, loyalty, forthright honesty and dedication 
Max has truly made our community a better and safer place. Thank you, Max. 
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